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% Thursday, July 1st = next GBB meeting Guild Business Meeting and Summer Potluck

E stk skokok ok ok ook ok sk ook dokosk ok ok ok ok skoksk ook ok ok sk ok ok We will be having two separate venues for the ;
; Important dates July 1* meeting. :
- Thu July 1st—meeting at Sky Peaks 11:00am—Sky Peaks . :
‘ Thu July 15th—Smoking Pots at Davis Creek We will be meeting at Sky Peaks Retirement Commu-
: Sat July 17th—Felting w/Gayle Still nity Center (there’s a map on the website) at 11:00 am

sharp for a brief business meeting, followed by a sum-

Sat, July 17th—Cherokee Wheel Basket

sesx

; mer potluck. You are in for a delightful surprise.

‘ ) L. 12:30 pm—Rancho San Rafael Park

‘ Inside this issue We will then depart around 12:30 pm for the Rancho
‘ Page # San Rafael Park for a guided tour of the Wilbur D.

s

s

Plant of the month, treasurer’s report May Arboretum & Botanical Gardens, Rancho San
Meeting minutes, catalog info Rafael Park, 1595 North Sierra Street, Reno, NV

3rd Thu and Sat workshops 89503, Hkkk
2010 GBB retreat memories Please park in the parking lot nearest the Wilbur D.
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« Archives, member question At 1:00 om Bill C l\l/[ay l\f{;‘lseugl‘ ded ¢ 3
Cherokee wheel class and more -9 pm BITLL-arios will fead a guiced tour ;
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk Of the gardens' Thls 1sa great Opportu'nlty to see our

native weaving materials growing.

sesx

Please welcome new menbers

Carol Cooke from Reno Sandy Zoerner will have the revised brochure and map
for the self-guided walk through the Arboreteum. Itis ;
also a great time to
bring your copy of “Weaving Naturally in the
Great Basin” (ISBN 0-975862-0-9) to help you iden-
tify plants. This book is available at our regular meet- ;
ings and from members if you haven’t bought your
copy. The book is a great source of growing, harvest-
ing and using natural materials. We will have books
available for sale at this meeting if you haven’t bought
your copy yet.

sesx

s

*xx%% From N. Virginia (near McCarran)- take Sierra
Street (west) and follow the brown signs to Rancho San
Rafael Park.
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Plant of the Month SEDGE By Pat Wescott

Sedge (Common name for the Family: Cyperaece)
Genus: Carex, Cyperus, Scurpus and Schoenoplectus

There are 16 genre and more than 280 species of sedge. The common names such as bulrush, Tule, etc.
can drive you nuts and so one needs to learn the Latin names. This is an extremely large plant family with species
that grow from less than a foot to over four to twelve feet.

Sedges grow in wetlands and moist soil. Some species specialize in saline, marshy environments such as
intertidal mud-flats; other prefer ponds or lakesides, ditch banks and river-beds.

The stems are circular in cross sections in some, triangular in others, usually leafless for most of their
length. A simple “touch test” is the giveaway for sedges, whose stems when rotated have a very noticeable triangu-
lar shape---hence the total of three “edges”.

Sedges have edges,
Rushes are round,
Grasses are hallow.
*Or Grasses have nodes all the way to the ground.
*Or Grasses have robes all the way to the ground.

How are sedges used in basketry?

The stems and leaves are used for plaiting or bunched for coiling bundles of split willow baskets.

For more information on Harvesting and Preparation and Storage refer to “Weaving Naturally in the
Great Basin”. Many sources and information reviewed still combine and confuse sedges, rushes, reeds and
grasses. You have to look and feel them. I cover Tule separately in the fall when we have our Tule Program and
basket class. Another source used is http://www.hiltonpond.org.

Hey people what do you think of this column? What would you like to learn about? For suggestions, contact Pat

Notice To GBB Members
RRFRFRSRIFII TR We receive a good rate from the
JC' May 2010 Treasurer’s report by post office for mailing our newslet-
ﬁ Sandy Zoerner ters to members via bulk mail. How-

*

§ During the month of May, we took
% in $1,508.98 and paid out ex-

i’ penses of $6,782.54 leaving a bal-
¢ ance in our accounts of

ever bulk mail is not forwarded to
you nor held by the post office if you
have moved, changed your address,
or you are on vacation. Those
newsletters are returned to GBB

& $13,599.77. Income included $921
3¢ from the retreat raffle and $392.14
¢ from calendar sales. The major
3¢ expense was the retreat location
J¢ and instructor fees. Contact me at
& 775-786-2165 should you have any
* questions or updates regarding

C your membership. As always, cop-

ies of detailed reports are available

ﬁ upon request.

: 4
§£ﬁ££&ﬁ£i&iiiﬁ
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with first class postage due.

If you are moving or going to be
away, please contact Sandy
via e-mail at zoer-
ware@sbcglobal.net or phone (775)
786-2165. We can hold your news-
letter until you return home or send
it on to a new address as long as
you let me know ahead of time.
Thanks for your cooperation.
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GBB Meeting Minutes

June 5, 2010

Larry D Johnson Center
Submitted by Malinda Parks

Meeting called to order by Karen Olson, President at 11:10 with 26 members
present

May minutes approved as submitted.

Treasurer's and Membership Report by Sandy; Please see treasurer's report
below, membership is 181.

Correspondence Report by Billie; Thank you cards were sent to all on the
Retreat organizing committee and teachers, also to Nancy Boxhill a non member who has donated
some books and articles to GBB. Get well wishes to Tish and Mollie.

Meeting Program Report by Pat; July meeting will be held at San Rafael Park, it will be a potluck
picnic please bring a dish to share, we may have a tour of the arboretum by Bill Carlos. watch the
newsletter for directions and details.

Monthly Workshops Report by Carol; July 15 is the smoked pots at Galena Park, bring a drink and
dish to share, hot dogs will be provided, watch the newsletter for directions $12.00 per pot, no class
fee. July 17th, Sat., Felted Vessel by Gayle Still's class fee $15.00 + materials fee is $15.00 at Sky
Peaks. Also July 17th Cat Mena will teach at the NSM, Cherokee Wheel Basket. 10-3pm $38.00.
Contact NSM or Cat to sign up.

Special Workshops Report by Cindy; the minimum registration has been met and Mary Hetts is con-
firmed! Contact Cindy to sign up space is still available in either the Sat or Sun Class.

Exhibits and Shows by Betty; September we will have two library shows, Sparks will be themed
natural materials and Northwest will be recycled materials. Baskets from Interwoven are welcome to
be shown, space will be limited, more details at a later date. Interwoven catalog will be out soon to
reserve your paid for extra copy contact Karen Olson, copies will be limited
Special Projects and Events Report by Karen; Another grand time was -
had by all who attended GBB Retreat. Thank you to all who donated time
and talent ! Next Retreat is May 17-20th 2011 planning is about to be-
gin. Kaylee Mayne has the group photo available for anyone who would
like a copy, 8x10 is $2.50, 4x6 is .50. if you would like a copy please con-
tact her and she will bring them to the July meeting elftory@netzero.com.
Announcements; the nominating committee will take nominations for 2011

officers. Interested persons contact, Sandy Zoerner, Karen Rosselli or
Connie Douglas.

New Business; Meg Price is working on an article z %o
"How to write an Artist Statement” soon to be com- | &g
plete.

If anyone is interested in submitting art for the Rock Art Show contact
Cherlyn Bennett for an application.

Meeting Adjourned 12:05

“Interwoven” Catalogue

Betty Hulse

The “Interwoven” catalogue is printed and available! Betty is distributed catalogues to artist
who participated in the “Interwoven” exhibit at the State Museum. They also will be available at the July
GBB meeting. Catalogues are $20.00 each plus $1.50 for shipping. If anyone wishes copies, you may
purchase them at the July meeting or by contacting Betty Hulse, 747-5794.

Thanks to everyone for making this fabulous record of GBB’s exhibit at the Nevada State Mu-
seum. Particular I express my gratitude to Karen Olson who plunged into the design and editing of the
catalogue with her time, energy, and creativity. We owe her a great deal
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3rd Saturday Workshop —July 17, 2010 - Felted Vessel with Gayle Still
9:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.

Sky Peaks Retirement Community

Create a hand felted vessel from wool using the wet felted process. Materials fee: $15 for
wool, rolling mat, netting and plastic. Following is a list of supplies you will need to bring:

e Scissors

e 1/2 cup measuring cup

e 2 sponges (one for applying soapy water and
one for extracting it)

e towel

e black waterproof marker such as a sharpie

soapy water, and a small dishpan or plastic
bucket to hold waste water and to |

carry saturated felts to sink.

e wooden spoon v
Dress accordingly for a wet project and don’t forget your lunch

3" THURSDAY WORKSHOP  JULY 15,2010 SUMMER SMOKE-OUT PARTY with Joan O’Brien
9:30 AM to 3:00 Pm @ Davis Creek Campground and Regional Park

We will be smoking unglazed pottery made by potter Dale Pappas of Peavine Pottery. Each pot will
cost $12. Please sign up indicating the shape, size and color on the signup form and include your total
payment. There will be NO instructor’s fee for this workshop (yahoo!! ) but Joan O’Brien will be coordi-
nating it. Questions can be directed to her at (775) 849-3442 or joanecb@charter.net. Joan will pro-
vide hot dogs for roasting over the fire, along with the buns and condiments. Please bring along a side
dish to share, your own drinks and chairs.
Materials that you need to supply are:
1. Weaving materials such as pine needles, seagrass, #2 or smaller reed, or any other very flexible ma-
terial. Don’t forget waxed linen, artificial sinew or other threads to stitch with if desired, and a needle.

2. Inexpensive gift wrapping paper. Lots of blues work best.

The pots will be wrapped in this and then covered in newspaper.

3. Newspaper.

4. Fire wood if you have some.

5. Long handled tongs for reaching pots in the fire and a skewer for
oasting your hot dog.

6. Any basketry tools you deem necessary.

7. Plate, silverware and napkin

8. And don’t forget a serving utensil to go along with your side dish,
your beverage and your chair.

For those wishing to smoke their pots with FeCl (picture)
Joan will have it on hand as well as the foil and salt. These are needed to get the deep orange to
rust colors.
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Basketmaker’s Retreat By Billie Walker May 25th,2010.
Last week the Great Basin Basketmakers held their 3rd annual basket retreat at
Zephyr Point Conference Center at Lake Tahoe. We all had rooms facing the lake and the weather was
beautiful. There was still enough snow on the mountains to enhance the beauty of the turquoise wa-
ter. All was quiet, except for the rustle of the trees and the splashing of the water against the rocks. A
few blue jays were calling each other.
Karen Olson was a very good Housemother and explained to us that the only phone on the property
was to be used for emergencies only. The first one was when a one of our members put the key in her
door for the first time, opened it and found a man fully clothed and sleeping on top of the bed. She
woke him up and he said he was late getting off his shift and he left. (Karen later filed an incident re-
port)
The only other emergency was the smell of gas. Karen called maintenance and they said to evacuate
the room. We never found out what caused it.
The weaving classes started at 9am following breakfast and before we knew it, it was time for lunch,
then dinner. Evening entertainment was a hula-hoop contest won by Cornelia ( she twirled it around
her neck instead of the waist—cheating or inventive?) followed by lively “Spite and Malice” card
games.
The next evening we had a successful silent auction and raffle (5921 income) set up by Cornelia with
the help of Sandy and Connie.
We left Friday and met at Big Red’s BBQ for lunch, then visited the Stewart Indian School.
Thanks to all of those who taught classes and brought everything together.
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MORE ABOUT CORDAGE AND FIBER:
THE COMMON STINGING NETTLE
Nadine Tuttle

In my search for more information on

fiber for cordage I have found the COMMON STING-

ING NEITLE (Uritica species). Nourishing and
useful, this Bronze Age plant is rich in iron,
protein, vitamins A and C and has long been
prized for its fiber. The Scots used the
fiber to spin and weave a fabric said to be
stronger and as beautiful as linen made from
flax. Cordage made from the fiber was used for
fish lines and nets. It was cultivated in
Germany for cloth for military clothing during
World War Two. The method used to extract the

fiber from the mature stalks is like that used °

for flax. Natural dyes from this common road-
side plant are green from the leaves and a
hellow hue from the roots.

plant should be in good condition. Split
woody stems to make sure the glycerine ca
travel up them.

Make a mixture of 2 parts boiling water t.
1 part glycerine. When cool, place stems in
about 4 inches of liquid. The time varies be-
tween 2 days and three weeks, depending upon
the leaf. Leaves should become supple and
change color. Remove from glycerine and if th.
leaves begin to droop, hang upside down a few
days so the glycerine reaches the top.

Plant material should be gathered before
the dying autumn colors begin to show, or the
plant will not absorb the liquid.

Put the solution in a narrow container, p
in the plant and then place the whole lot in
a bucket or pot to keep the branches up and
let the leaves spread out. Savvy?

I've done magnolia, English laurel and
Oregon grape branches with good results.

For pine needles, use 1 part glycerin@ tc

The plant is covered with stiff stinging
hairs that release a venom of formic acid when
touched. Long sleeves and gloves will protect
you while gathering. I hope to gather this
remarkable wild plant in the fall and learn to
recover the fiber. Suggestions would be grate-
fully accepted.

2 parts water and soak several hours.. I used
only a couple tbsp. glycerine in the least
amount of water that would cover the needles.
I lay the needles flat in a baking pan and pro
cess only what I can use in a few days, but
the amount of needles, solution, etc., is
certainly adjustable.

I'm trying a couple of pieces of sageprus
just out of curiosity.

PRESERVING IN GLYCERINE e ==

by Alice Johnston

This process replaces the water in the
plant with glycerine, giving a supple resvtllt.
Glycerine looks like a cleary syrupy liquid.
Place stems in water a few hours. The

Subject: Question for the membership from Barbara Slivac,
Las Vegas.

Questions from the newbies to the accomplished: | just fin-
ished a rectangular basket with over/under flat reed. The base
was easy but getting those first two rows in after the upset was
miserable. Getting the shape right was mostly impossi-
ble. Are there any hints, which the accomplished can give
me. This was a pattern which didn't call for a row of twining to
set the bottom.

My favorite learning experience from the retreat was using
waxed linen to hold the round reed in place. So | am looking
for more hints like that.

Cornelia’s suggestion is that the spokes need to be extremely moist
and pliable at the turn so that you can bend them very tightly. Once the first "UP" row is done you'll adjust the tightness to
keep the spokes vertical.

Any more suggestions, contact Barbara—see roster.

The annual North Tahoe Art Tour 2010 will be held July 9-11 and July 16-18 from 10am—S5pm.

32 local artists will participate and admittance is free. The tour is an opportunity to visit the artists’ studios. All are
located in the North Tahoe area.

An opening reception will be held at the North Tahoe Arts Center on July 8th from 5—7 pm.. 380 North Lake Ta-
hoe BLBD, Tahoe City, next to the fire station. For more info call 530-581-2782.
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% An “atta boy/qgitl” note from SueAnn at the NSM

& Jim, 1 was in Carson for appointments this morning and spent 3 delightful
8 hour at the museum. The basket exhibit is exquisite. Beautiful. Surprising. In-
& spired. Cregtive. What 3 wonderful treat for visitors. Thank you to the staff for
% another outstanding presentation. | saw pieces that made me laugh at the hu-
& mor of the creativity. All items made me truly appreciate the gift of 3 talented
8 artisans with strong heart/mind connection to bring forth such extraordinary
2 pleces Thank you. — Sincerely, — Penny Fairfield
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Norman Sherfield
will be teaching a 5

BRARARAARARR DS A

Cherokee Wheel day knotting work-
Basket shop at the Sierra
Instructor: Cat Mena Nevada Collage in
Date: July 17, 2010 Incline Village, Ne-
Time: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm vada. The WOI’kShOp

Cost: $38.00-- /Includes all-day
museum entrance fee plus materials.

will run July 26th ¥
30th, 2010 and is
$550.00. For informa-
tion on Norman and
the class go to:

Location: Nevada State Museum

600 North Carson Street http://
Carson City, Nevada 89701 www.sierranevada.ed
u/1200

Space is limited, sign up by July 12th.
Registration and payment can be
made @ The Bead Store

2188 Hwy 50 East

Carson City, Nevada 89701
775-883-8111

To register for the
workshop go to:

http://
www.sierranevada.ed

Paying for the Aug. class—Mary Hettsmanpergers

The deadline for payment is the Aug. first Thursday meeting. Also, people can send checks to me, made out to
GBB, to: Cindy Kinerson, c/o Reno Bead Shop, 542 Plumas. Reno, NV 89509.

No need to call as there are no maximums for the classes. Thanks so much, Cindy

Next Month’s Newsletter Editor is: Sandy Zoerner
772-786-2165 or zoerware@sbcglobal.net

I Great Basin Basketmakers Membership Application/Renewal
Annual Membership Dues: $20/yr, $35/2 yrs, $50/3 yrs. (Renewals due in January)

|

|

|

:Date Amount: $ New Renewal
: Name

|

:Address

Lcity State Zip

|

| Telephone Email

I Send this completed form and check payable to Great Basin Basketmakers and mail to:

| Great Basin Basketmakers * P. 0. Box 11844 * Reno, NV 89510-1844
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Great Basin Basket makers
Post Office Box 11844
Reno, Nevada 895101844

-

Great Basin Basketmaker s
established January 1987

* Meet the first Thursday of each month in Sparks at the
Larry D. Johnson Community Center, 1200 12th Street
* Open business meeting at 11 AM. All are welcome.
* Bring a sack lunch.
Show and Tell/Lunch 12 -1 PM. *Program starts at 1:00 PM
* Membershjp dues for Great Basin Basketmakers are 20/yr,
$35/2 yrs, $50/3 yrs. Dues are to be paid annually in January.
Membership includes monthly newsletter, access to large library
and reduced workshop rates.
Please direct address changes, membership dues, and requests for
membership to PO Box 11844, Reno, NV 89510 -1844
Questions regarding workshops, events, etc may be directed to
GBB President Karen Olson at 775 -852-5401 or email her at
kvolson@charter.net
check our website at:

www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org

E-Bulletin board:
Contact Margaret Marshall at gmimarshall@aol.com
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Our Mission
Statement
The main focus of the Great
Basin Basketmakers is to
make baskets, to learn eve-
rything possible about the
tradition and
techniques of basketry and
to pass this knowledge
along to others.
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