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May 7 Meeting Program 
Watch, Listen, and even Try your Hand at 

Lariat and Leather Baskets 
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The next board meeting of the Great Basin Basketmakers 
will be on May 6th at 11:00 am at Mary Lee Fulkerson’s 
home at 4321 Bridle Way, Reno, NV.  All members are 
welcome to attend.  Please forward any agenda items to 
the board president, Karen Olson at kvolson@charter.net 
or call (775) 852-5401.  The working meeting will be a 
potluck luncheon. 
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Bee Skeps with Linda Pietz 
    (Please note, image is for reference only, not an exact replica of what will be made in class.) 

Cost per student - $45 
Maximum - 12 students 
Date: Saturday, June 13, 2009 
Skep is an old English word that means basket. Bee keeping was a necessary activity for farm-
ers to pollinate different crops. Farm families would create a skep annually to house their bees. 
Come and learn how to fashion your own skep out of sea grass and hemp twine. Students will 
incorporate basic coiling as they create their own American style skep. 
Materials Needed: 1. Sea grass (unbraided) Available from The Caning Shop, 2. Hemp twine 
Available from The Caning Shop  3. Size 13 metal tapestry needle  4. Gauge - 1/2 inch diame-

ter piece of metal pipe about 2 inches long  5. spray bottle of water  6. towel  7. scissors  8. a sharp knife 
For more information or to sign up, please email Gretchen Ericson at mailto:gericson@yahoo.com  

or call 775-762-7589. 
 

Historical Brooms with Mark Pietz 
Class size:  8 students per class 
Cost:  $55.00 per student, per class or $110 for both. Fee includes all materials. 
Date: Saturday, June 13, 2009 
Materials include genuine, quality broom corn; sewn-flats use a hickory walking stick for a handle Wire, jute and waxed 
linen cord are period correct. Construction techniques for the sewn-flat are correct to 1843 in the Midwest style. 
Students must also be advised to wear comfortable, old clothes, as they can get wet and possibly soiled from doing this ac-
tivity. Students must also wear shoes.  Sneakers or work shoes, even boots, will work.  Bare feet, sandals, or other loose 
footwear will not be allowed.  Final determination to be made by the instructor! 

  
First class 9am to 12pm:  A brief history of broom crafting, description of methods, 
techniques and materials.  We will construct three small items in a progression of 
skills.  A potscrubber (teaches stitches used in broommaking), a small whisk, using 
split stalks (teaches the basic weaving skill), and a small cobwebber, which is a small 
stick with a broom corn brush.  Sort of like a micro-witch's broom. 

  
Second class 1pm to 5pm:  We will construct a 
medium sized "sewn-flat" broom. Construction of 
the larger broom requires some degree of physical 
strength. Individuals who have weakness, arthritis, 

or other impairments must not take this class. 
Mark will bring additional inventory to sell, so those who are not taking the workshop 
are encouraged to stop by and see what is available.  Mark plans on having some deer 
antler whisk brooms ($35 - $40); some iron-handle hearth brooms (replicas of an 1800s 
style broom) ($30), possibly some additional sewn-flat brooms ($40) (Mark hopes to 
make two oversized sewn-flats, which are a rarity, but quite impressive - $50 for these), 
and possibly some small whisks and cobwebbers.                      For more information 
or to sign up for the workshop(s) please email Gretchen Ericson at gericson@yahoo.com  or call 775-762-7589. 
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Here are some of the “Basket-in-a bag”creations. 
Top left is Cornelia’s “recycle” bag. Bottom right 

are Sandys miniatures. 
 

 
Pat Wescott’s 

Ultimate recycle - 
Twisted strips of colorful 

plastic bags coiled with 
waxed linen. 

Carol Thomas’ 
Recycled baskets made  
from rolled up newspapers, 
wire, cable ties and  fabric 
strips coiled over rope. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pat Wescott’s 
carpenter’ s string twined 
together with waxed linen.  
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More 2009 GBB Retreat information  

Packets containing all the info you need for 
the retreat will be mailed to out-of-town 
members late in April and will be available 
at the May meeting for those in town. If you 
can't be at the meeting I'll put them in the 
mail for you. There is still time to pick a 
roommate if you wish. And don't forget that 
we need to carpool if possible. For those of 
you new this year, check-in time is 3PM on 
Tuesday, May 12th... you drive down the 
hill to the Tallac Lodge to drop off your be-
longings but must return your car promply 
to the parking garage at the top of the hill. 
Directions will be in your packets. Be sure 
you have signed up for any classes you 
want to take and have paid for your materi-
als. Any questions you have or if you are 
going to be a late arrival please call Joan 
O'Brien at 775 849-3442 or email at 
joaneob@charter.net. See you there for a 
fun-filled retreat!!! 
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Woven Containers: A Navajo Basket-Weaving Workshop 
A Learning Vacation Focused on Making Your Own Navajo-Style Basket 

Navajo ceremonial baskets reflect the rich traditions of the Diné (Navajo) culture. 
Every aspect of a basket, including color and design, conveys meaning about some-
thing in the artist's world. The same legends and origin stories that are woven into 
the daily life of the Navajo people are often represented in their baskets. 
Under the guidance of Lorraine and Sally Black, two of the most recognized and in-
novative Navajo basket weavers alive today, we learn the step-by-step process of 
making Navajo-style baskets. As Lorraine and Sally share the significance of the 
ceremonial basket in Navajo tradition, we work together on Navajo-style wedding 
baskets or baskets with more contemporary pictorial designs. The workshop also 
features a visit to the Black traditional home in spectacular Monument Valley and 
meetings with traders who share with us their extensive basket collections. 
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A hearty Welcome to our 7 newest members:   

Barbara Slivac from Las Vegas, NV - Carolyn Rezniko ff from Portland, OR - Nancy Kiltz from 
Gresham, OR - Heather Houston from Portland, OR - S usan Hanks from Portland, OR 

Marie Curtin from Portland, OR - Jeanie Lorang from  Portland, OR 
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Great Basin Basketmakers Membership Application/Renewal 
Annual Membership Dues: $20/yr, $35/2 yrs, $50/3 yrs.  (Renewals due in January) 

 
Date    Amount: $ ____    New _____  Renewal _____ 
 
Name  ______________________________________________________________________________              
 
Address  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City   State   Zip   
 
Telephone    Email  __________________________ 

 

Send this completed form and check payable to Great Basin Basketmakers and mail to: 
Great Basin Basketmakers  *  P. O. Box 11844  *  Reno, NV 89510-1844 

Next Month’s Newsletter Editor is:  Cindy Kinerson 
775-323-4502         cindykinerson@yahoo.com 

March Treasurer’s report   by Sandy Zoerner 
 During the month of March, we took in $1508.73 and paid out expenses of $184.76 leaving a balance in our accounts of 
$13,826.64.  The income amount includes $888 paid towards the retreat.  We obtained 6 new members from Oregon and 1 from Las 
Vegas who will also be attending our retreat.  Welcome!  On the downside, we have lost 27 members from our membership.  Cop-
ies of recently updated rosters are available at the monthly meetings.  I can also e-mail you a copy in excel format or send one via 
postal mail if your membership dues are current.  As always, copies of detailed reports are available upon request.    

 
GBB General Meeting Minutes, April 2, 2009  

Malinda Parks 
Membership: is steady at about 194, we will continue to print the 200 newsletters which allows us to get the bulk 
mailing rate. Extra news letters are available at the meetings if you would like to share one with a friend. Better 
yet bring a friend to our next meeting! 
Meeting programs; Thank you Ray Geiser for the insight to the new Nevada State Museum project. We look 
forward to working with you in 2010, Interwoven Show and the WOW Basket in development. May program will 
be the Raffle Basket Contest. Bring your entry and win a free stay at our retreat. 
Workshops; Thank you Karen, Carol and Cornelia for April workshops. Have a fabulous time at our Retreat in 
May and welcome to our guests from out of state. 
Special projects/Events; Get ready for a busy and creative 2009-2010 as we develop ideas for the NSM glass 
atrium WOW Basket, how exciting to accept such a challenge! 
***************************************************************************************************************************** 

 
 Recommendations for those sore weaving hands,  

Valtaren gel by RX, Dr. Franks pain relief spray—onl ine, and Blue Emu @ drugstores.  
Keep up the good work! 
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