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WELCOME New members: 
 

Janice Beck from Reno 
Sue Lester from Reno 
Terri Verbrugghen from Carson City 
Pat May from Carson City 
 
Welcome Back:  Kathleen Walsh from Hawaii 

 

August at a glance: 

 

Aug 5 GBB General Meeting & Program 

 

Aug  19 Silver Pouch Pendant with April Barber 

 

Aug 21 Mylar Purse with Linda Pietz 

 

Aug 28 Altered Woven Jewelry with Mary Hetts 

 

Aug 29 Sculptural Woven Basket with Mary Hetts 

 

PROGRAM MEETING — Thursday, August 5, 2010 
 

Open Business Meeting at 11:00am; at 12 will be show & tell and bring your own sack 
lunch; 1:00pm program.  For our program this month, we are having Betty Hulse as a 
presenter.  She will be discussing and demonstrating "Basket Start’s" in the first of a 
two part series.  This program is for beginners and seasoned basket makers alike.  In 
September she will follow up with "Basket Finishes".  We will have a Reference list of 
books showing details, instructions and sources for you to use.  Our library has an ex-
tensive selection of books for you to check out.  Most, if not all, of the books on 
the reference list are found in our library.  It's always a treat to have one of our more 
talented basket makers give a presentation, so be sure to mark your calendars.  This 

could be the start of something good! It's always good when you start another basket. 
 

BOOK SIGNING BY OUR ARTISTS 
 

Bring your Interwoven catalog to the August meeting and have our GBB artists sign their page for a priceless 
keepsake.  We have purchased brown and red fine point Sharpies for all to use.  You may wish to purchase a 
catalog for friends or relatives if Betty has any left to sell.  The cost is $20 to GBB members. 
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May you hide the warmth of sum-

mer days in a secret place within, to 

bring out when the snow is flying 

and the air is bitter  
 

Aug. 7  ―A Basket of Blessings‖ 

August 21, 2010 

9:30 am – 3:00 pm 

Sky Peaks Community Room 

Woven Mylar Wrapper Purse 

Instructor:  Linda Pietz 

 
The ultimate recycling purse, this little clutch bag can be made from mylar chip or snack bags.  It's a weaving project for 
all skill levels.  Please pre-cut your pieces before  
the class--that way you will be able to finish during the class time.  Please bring the following tools and supplies: 
     
    #18 Tapestry needle 
    buttonhole thread 
    scissors 
    74 pre-cut pieces 3" x 7" mylar chip or snack bags 
    6 inch zipper 
    folding bone (optional) 
    small flat head screwdriver 
 
Class fee is $15 members/$20 non-members with an $8 materials 
fee.  For more information or to sign-up for this class contact Karen 
Olson at (775) 852-5401 or by email kvolson@charter.net or Linda Pietz at (530) 367-5607 or email mocactusnee-
dle@netscape.net  
 
Linda has indicated that walk-ins are welcome in this class.  Don't forget your lunch!! 

3rd Thursday in August:  August 19, 2010  

from 10-3 at Larry Johnson Center in Sparks 

Flat silver pouch pendant with April Barber 

$15 members/ $20 non-members + $15 materials fee + cost of length of chain you pick 
Class Size Limit:  10  Sign-up sheet will be at August 5 meeting 

  

We will be using round and flat silver wire to create a beautiful flat silver pouch 

pendant. This is a fun project and because it is all made with wire, previous ex-

perience using wire is required. This is an intermediate level class. Please bring 

small pliers and a wire cutter if you have them, and your lunch too!  For more 

info contact April at 849-1985 or ecologeo@yahoo.com. 

Arboretum tour with Bill Carlos 

mailto:kvolson@charter.net
mailto:mocactusneedle@netscape.net
mailto:mocactusneedle@netscape.net
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Mary Hettmansperger , well known fiber artist focusing on bas-

ketry, teaches hard and soft sculptural baskets as well as many other types of con-

temporary works. She has taught our guild before and was a very popular instruc-

tor.  Check out her picture gallery of works on her website at www.maryhetts.com .  

More details on the individual workshops can be found on our website: 

www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org .  

 
 Altered Woven Jewelry  

Saturday, August 28, 2010 
9:30 am to 3:00 pm  
 
Class fee: $80 + $48 material & supply fee  

Sculptural Rib Basket  (Intermediate weavers) 
Sunday, August 29, 2010 
9:00 am to 5:00 pm  

We only have 11 signed up so far for the Sculptural Rib Basket 

and would like to have a few more!  

Class fee: $80 + $55 material fee  

You can either register for one class or both.  The classes will be held at Cheryln Bennett’s home located at 
12550 Broili Drive, Reno.  Please bring a potluck dish to share for lunch and your own beverages.   
 
Please sign-up and pay all class fees by the August 5th meeting (last day to pay).  You can send checks (made 
out to GBB) to: Cindy Kinerson, c/o Reno Bead Shop, 542 Plumas Street, Reno, NV 89509.  If you have not paid 
by August 5th, you will not be in the class.  No need to call as there are no enrollment limits for the classes.     
 

ALL DETAILS ON THE CLASSES CAN BE FOUND on the GBB website:   

greatbasinbasketmakers.org  

http://www.maryhetts.com/
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UNFORGETTABLE BIRTHDAY PARTY  
 
To say "thank you" to all the members of GBB does not seem 
like enough to describe how I feel for all of your caring and 
love.  
I know how many hours were spent making the special small 
baskets and how long it must have taken Corneilia to sew 
them on my hat.  
I shall treasure my memories of that day and my basket hat 
forever OR until I'm 110 years of age and to old to pole dance.  
The birthday celebration was a total surprise and carrot cake 
is my favorite (thanks,  
Linda).  
Thanks to all the members and planners of my 80th celebra-
tion. You are ALL special to me. 
 
Love,  
Billie Walker  

Interwoven Exhibit Ends Saturday, July 24th 
  
All wonderful things end at one point and that is true with In-
terwoven 2010.  Karen and I have made arrangements with 
the Museum staff that we will pick up baskets on Monday, July 
26th and Tuesday, July 27th between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and noon.  The Museum will be closed these days so please 
ring the bell on the west side of the building for entry. The 
Museum has boxes for packing your items. Baskets that are 
sold will be taken to Charmain in the Museum Store and she 
will send them to the purchaser.  Karen and I can pick up your 
baskets if you want us to do so.  PLEASE LET US KNOW IF 
YOU WANT US TO PICK UP YOUR BASKETS.  Baskets to 
artists out of the area will be mailed to them. 
 
If you have items in the Museum Shop for sale and want to 
leave them, please contact Charmain at 775-687-4168 or 
charmain@nevadaculture.org 

 

On August 5th the Board will discuss the disposition of the 

large items that we made for the Museum show.  If you have 

ideas or suggestions, please contact Joan O’Brien.  Or come 

to the Board meeting at 9:30 at the Larry Johnson park and be 

part of the conversation. 

mailto:charmain@nevadaculture.org
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Kudos   

 

Karen has done a beautiful layout of pictures and 
text.  We owe her much thanks and we appreciate 
her artistic talent. (from Betty) 
 
I would like to thank Sandy Zoener for all of her 
effort coordinating our tour of San Rafael Park and 
the guided tour by Bill Carlos.  It was a fantastic 
and informative experience.  Thank you also for 
the updated and wonderful new ñSelf-Guided 
Walking Tour of the Great Basin Basketry Plantsò 
brochure.  Sandy you did a terrific job. (from Pat 
Wescott)   
 
I would personally like to thank Karen Olson and 
Betty Hulse for the beautiful, professional Inter-
woven III catalogue.  You both did so much  this 
past year and everything you worked on turned out 
wonderful.  Thank you both for everything you did 
to make it all possible. Outstanding job! (from Pat 
Wescott) 
 
  From Jim Santini: 
Big kudos for Interwoven 2010 Exhibit and cata-
logue. The event coordinators and catalogue pro-
ducers all really did their collective hearts and 
souls proud with this unprecedented exhibition at 
our Nevada State Museum.  The individual weav-
ing exhibits were as eclectic as they were tantaliz-
ing.  What myriad of talents are on display. Your 
catalogue is one of the best print pieces yet by 
GBB.  It will be a, ñmust saveò for all visitors fortu-
nate enough to receive a copy.  
 

Plant of the Month: 

 

Yucca baccata has been divided into three subspe-

cies: 

Yucca baccata ssp. baccataðDatil Yucca, Ba-

nana Yucca 

Yucca baccata ssp. thornberi (McKelvey) 

HochstätterðThornber's Yucca 

Yucca baccata ssp. vespertina (McKelvey) 

HochstätterðMohave Datil Yucca 

 

  
The species name "baccata" comes from the Latin for 
"bearing berries". 
The bluish or greyish leaves are between 1.2 and 2.5 
inches wide (3-6 cm), they are edged by abundant curly 

filaments. 

Blooming Habits: 
White flowers in spring followed by edible fleshy fruit. The 
fruit are 5 inches long (13 cm) or more, somewhat looking 
like a banana and were once a food source for native 
Americans. 
Growth Habits: Stemless rosette, short prostrate trunk 
and multiple rosettes on older specimens, up to 4 feet tall 
(1.2 m), 4 feet wide (1.2 m), older plants can form clusters 
up to 15 feet in spread (4.5 m); rigid spreading leaves, 20 
to 30 inches long (50-75 cm), 1.4 to 2 inches wide (3.5-5 
cm), brown margin with coarse fibers 
Watering Needs: Little to no water, in the hot deserts, 
water at least once a month in summer 
Propagation: Offsets, seeds 
Harvesting: The tough, flexible leaves can be gathered 
almost anytime.  By cutting a few leaves from the outside 
base of the plant, close to the ground, the life forces will 
not be harmed and there will be a sure supply for the fu-
ture. 
Uses of yucca in basketry:  The leaves are used for 
spokes and weavers.  Yucca makes strong cordage and 
handmade paper.  The inner fibers can be used to start 

the button for a coiled basket.  

 

BASKET AND GOURD ART EXHIBIT 
Continues through August 28, 2010 

 
Presented by Misti Washington Gourd and Basket-
Guild 

at the 
Rancho Buena Vista Adobe Gallery 

in Vista, CA 
 
Contact Person: Carol Lang; 760-431-1645; 
caldesigns@roadrunner.com  
 
Misti Washington Gourd and Basket Guild Website: 
www.baskets-gourds.com  
 

http://www.baskets-gourds.com/


Great Basin Basketmakers  August 2010    Page 6 

Next Monthôs Newsletter Editor is:   
Karen Olson    kvolson@charter.net 

OUTSIDE RETREATS 

Aug 13-16 BABM Basketry Retreat at Heidelmann 
Lodge near Donner Summit.  Bring toses unfinished 
projects and weave in the pine forest.  For details 
contact Nancy Briemle (925) 846-3579 or email 

nbriemle@aol.com. 

Oct 20-24  21st Annual Tidal Twinings Fall Re-
treat at Camp Magruder, Rockaway, Oregon.  De-
tails and brochure can be found at 

www.basketryguild.org. 

 

 
 
 
 

Great Basin Basketmakers Membership Application/Renewal 
Annual Membership Dues: $20/yr, $35/2 yrs, $50/3 yrs.  (Renewals due in January) 

 

Date    Amount: $ ____    New _____  Renewal _____ 
 

Name  ______________________________________________________________________________              
 

Address  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

City   State   Zip   
 

Telephone    Email  __________________________ 
 

Send this completed form and check payable to Great Basin Basketmakers and mail to: 
Great Basin Basketmakers  *  P. O. Box 11844  *  Reno, NV 89510-1844 

June 2010 Treasurerõs report by Sandy Zoerner 
  
During the month of June, we took in $294.45 and paid out 
expenses of $1,891.36 leaving a balance in our accounts of 
$12,002.86.  Our big expense was for the printing of the 
Interwoven catalog.  As of July 6 we have 187 members 
included on our roster.  Contact me at 775-786-2165 
should you have any questions or updates regarding your 
membership.  As always, copies of detailed reports are 
available upon request.    

ANNOUNCEMENT:  We will be holding our annual 

meeting in September to present nominees for officers and 
committees.  If you wish to serve in some way, please contact 
Sandy, Connie, or Karen Rosselli.   
 
If you see any teachers or styles you would like to have con-
tact Pat Wescott, Carol Thomas or Connie Douglas as we are 
looking for classes, teaching and ideas for next years retreat 
in Tahoe.  Also, be thinking ahead also of presenters, pro-
grams, classes or techniques you might like to see next year.  
We are already starting to think about our calendar for 2011.  
You can contact Pat Wescott or Carol Thomas with ideas and 
suggestions.   

An Ode to Basketweavers  By Barbara Feltner 
 

Whispers of history weave through their art 
Skill and creativeness meet at its heart 

Serendipitous shapes and materials mixed 
Stitched with variety and forms not fixed 
Loveliness laced with an artist’s emotion 

Two Exhibits at Washoe County Libraries 

in September 

  
The guild will have exhibits at the Northwest and Sparks Li-
braries during the month of September.  The exhibit at the 
Northwest Library will feature baskets from recycled materials 
and Rima Kent-Steiber is chair.  The Sparks Library will have 
baskets made from natural materials and Billie Walker is in 
charge. This is an opportunity for us to create baskets from 
materials from the garden and garbage!   
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 MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 1, 2010 Sky Peaks Retirement Center 

Submitted by Sandy Zoerner filling in for Malinda Parks 

 

Meeting called to order by Karen Olson, President at 11:04 am with more than 30 members present 
July workshop reports by Karen & Joan: Site for the July 15 smoked pots has changed from Galena Park to Davis Creek Park 
group picnic site.  Pot luck lunch – bring a side dish.  Joan will provide hot dogs & buns.  Need wood and barbeques.  Gayle 
Still will teach a felted vessel at Sky Peaks July 17.  Sign-up sheets are available. 
August workshop reports by Karen & April:  April’s silver wire workshop will be at Larry Johnson Center Aug. 19.  Limit 10 stu-
dents.  Aug. 22 will be Linda Pietz doing the woven mylar purse.  Save up those Kettle Chip bags or Dollar Store balloons.  
Aug. 28-29 will be the jewelry and basket special workshop with Mary Hettmansperger.  This will be held at Cheryln Bennett’s 
home.  Sign-up sheets are available. 
Other announcements:  Julia & Lucy Parker are giving a talk at Mammoth Lakes tomorrow.  There is a need for instructors to 
provide a 1 day 1 ½ hour workshop at St. Mary’s in Virginia City.  They are interested in the use of recycled materials.  The 
topic is ―Outside the Box‖.  Dates are Sept 17 & 18. 
Sandy presented Karen Olson and Betty Hulse with flowers and thank-you from the group for the wonderful job they did on the 
catalog and ―Interwoven‖ exhibit. 
Business meeting adjourned at 11:35 am.  There was some show and tell prior to our wonderful pot luck luncheon and sur-
prise birthday party for Billie Walker.  Sandy handed out arboretum brochures and about 15 of us toured the arboretum with 
Bill Carlos leading. 

April 22, 2010  GBB Board Meeting At Paula Penningtonõs 
Home  Attending:  Betty Hulse, Kaylee Mayne, Joan O‖Brien, 
Karen Olson (Guild President), Paula Pennington, and Sandy 
Zoerner (Guild Treasurer)  Absent:  Mary Lee Fulkerson 
 
Welcomed new board member Betty Hulse, she and Mary Lee 
Fulkerson had been voted onto the board by the members pre-
sent at the April 1st meeting.  Paula’s been working on getting 
position descriptions and guild organizational information from 
other guilds around the country.  She distributed a document 
from the Venetian Basketmakers concerning the job responsibili-
ties of their board members.  Everyone can review and then 
begin working at the next meeting.  Betty reported on the Inter-
woven show and upcoming catalog.  There was some discussion 
concerning the turn around time for receiving money from sold 
items, which are being sold in the Museum gift shop.  More dis-
cussion concerning the large projects at the museum and who’s 
going to keep them after the show.  Ray Geiser has expressed 
interest in keeping them permanently.  Would they remain on 
display?  We discussed having a silent auction for the Coiled 
Basket with a minimum bid of $2500, would have to talk to the 
Museum about managing the bid sheet.  We are going to re-
quest a ―Lessons Learned‖ meeting with the museum staff dur-
ing June or July.  Betty will be asking for input from the rest of 
the Guild at the next meeting concerning the Interwoven 2010 
exhibit.  Sandy Zoerner indicated that she was not going to con-
tinue as the treasurer and would need to be replaced.  She was 
appointed by the board to head-up the nominating committee for 
2011, to find her replacement.  Other names mentioned to serve 
on the committee were: Connie Douglas, and Karen Rosselli.  
Sandy will pursue organizing the committee to nominate the 
following positions: President, V-Pres, Secretary, Treasurer, 2 
Board members, Exhibit Chair, Workshops Chairs, Programs.  
Time to get the packets for the retreat stuffed and distributed, 
work on them Monday, 11:00 am at Karen Olson’s. 

June 10, 2010 GBB Board Meeting At Joan OõBrienõs 
Home  Attending:  Betty Hulse, Kaylee Mayne, Joan O‖Brien, 
Karen Olson (Guild President), Paula Pennington, and Sandy 
Zoerner (Guild Treasurer)  Absent:  Mary Lee Fulkerson 
 

The new Interwoven catalog was distributed to Board mem-
bers.  Discussed how much to sell them for and what the ship-
ping would cost.  All members participating in the Interwoven 
exhibit, either by individual entries or working on one of the 
large projects will receive a catalog.  It was agreed to sell 
them for $20.00, with $1.50 for shipping.  The catalogs would 
be priced at $25.00 being sold in the Museum, so they would 
get their 35%.  Betty reported that there are 27 copies left of 
the ―Weaving Naturally in the Great Basin…‖  Are there any 
corrections to be made to the volume and should we reprint?  
Those were questions needing answers.  There was a discus-
sion of where the books can be sold and what kind of commis-
sion each place got.  Sundance only takes 20%, while other 
sites get 40% commission.  Betty was going to ask some of 
the original editors whether they felt any changes or updates 
needed to be made.  The board agreed to change the July 
meeting to Sky Peaks for Billie’s surprise birthday celebration.  
We talked about the possibility of the Vice-President being the 
program chair (some other guilds do this.)  Sandy reported 
that her nominating committee consisted of Connie Douglas 
and Karen Rosselli—they were starting to make inquiries as to 
whether people wanted to remain in the same positions.  The 
last topic of the day was to work on the Special Workshop 
Coordinator description.  We had all the input from the com-
mittee folks, we worked on the description as a group, with 
Karen Olson being responsible to bring all the thoughts to-
gether in one document.  The next board meeting (a quick 
short one) will be held on Aug 5th at 9:00 am in the park out-
side the Larry D. Johnson Center prior to the regular guild 
meeting. 
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Great Basin Basketmakers  
Established January 1987  

 
Meet the first Thursday of each month in Sparks at the Larry D. 
Johnson Community Center, 1200 12th Street. 
Open business meeting at 11 AM.  All are welcome. 
Bring a sack lunch. 
Show and Tell/Lunch 12-1 PM.  Program starts at 1:00 PM 
Membership dues for Great Basin Basketmakers are $20/yr, $35/2 yrs, 
$50/3 yrs.  $5 extra per household member pr yr.  Dues are to be paid 
annually in January.  Membership includes monthly newsletter, access 
to large library and reduced workshop rates. 
Please direct address, email changes, membership dues, and requests 
for membership to PO Box 11844, Reno, NV 89510-1844 
Questions regarding workshops, events, etc may be directed to GBB 
president, Karen Olson at kvolson@charter.net  or check our website 
at: 

 

www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org  
E-Bulletin board:  Contact Margaret Marshall at  

gmlmarshall@aol.com  

Our Mission  
Statement 

 
The main focus of the 

Great Basin Basketmakers is 
to make baskets, to learn 
everything possible about 

the tradition and  
techniques of  basketry and 

to pass  this knowledge 
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