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Basketmakers Turn Trash into Art!

State Museum hosts Contemporary Weaving with Recycled Materials April 24
Carson City, Nev—Celebrate Earth Day at the Nevada State Museum Saturday, April 24 from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Watch the Great Basin Basketmakers (GBB) turn trash into art as they demonstrate Contemporary Weaving with Recyled Materials in the new Dema Guinn Concourse.  GBB members Pat Wescott, Cornelia Kallerud, and Karen Olson show how to transform plastic and paper bags into cordage and baskets, plus how to recycle fencing wire and baling twine to colorful sculptures.  Find out what to do with those old garden hoses and soda cans too!  Regular admission fees apply.  For more information, contact Deborah Stevenson, Curator of Education, at dstevenson@nevadaculture.org or 775/687-4810 ext. 237.
This program complements Interwoven 2010: Visions of the Great Basin Basketmakers on display in the Dema Guinn Concourse and North Changing Gallery through July 24, 2010.  Interwoven 2010 represents the finest in both contemporary and traditional basketry, including innovative woven sculptures of natural and man-made materials.  The focus of the Great Basin Basketmakers (GBB) is to make baskets, to learn everything possible about the tradition and techniques of basketry, and to pass this knowledge along to others.  A wide variety of programs complement the exhibit, including demonstrations, lectures, and workshops integrating traditional styles with imaginative new forms.  Basket demonstrations are free with regular admission; workshops require an additional fee.  

The Nevada State Museum actively engages people in understanding and celebrating Nevada’s natural and cultural heritage.  Exhibits highlight the state’s history, geology, plants and animals, Native American cultural heritage, Historic Carson City Mint, a replica walk-through mine, and ghost town.  Current changing exhibits include Interwoven 2010: Visions of the Great Basin Basketmakers, Rock Art Perspectives: Petroglyphs and Pictographs, Slot Machines: The Fey Collection and The Art of Nature: Images from the Wildlands of Nevada.  Due to mandatory state budget restrictions, the museum is closed Sunday – Tuesday, and open from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Wednesday – Saturday.  Please enter through the Dema Guinn Concourse. Admission: $8 adults; free for children 17 and under and museum members.  For information, call (775) 687-4810.

The Nevada State Museum is one of seven managed by the state Division of Museums and History, an agency of the Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs. The Department serves Nevada’s citizens and visitors through cultural and information management, presentation and promotion of cultural resources, and education. The Department also includes the State Office of Historic Preservation, Nevada State Library and Archives and the Nevada Arts Council. For more information, please call Teresa Moiola at (775) 687-8323 or visit the department’s website at www.NevadaCulture.org.
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